
& GESTURE

Woxsen University with University of the Creative Arts 

INTERNATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY 

COMPETITION

For Details Contact -  competition.soad@woxsen.edu.in

organised by



“Every human actions becomes dangerous when it is deprived 
of human feeling. When they are performed with feeling and 
respect for human values, all activities become constructive.”
_Dalai Lama

Gender & Gesture influences every aspect of our socio-cultural 
lives, stratifying society, defining, limiting and posing opportunities 
that inform our sense of self. This photography competition aims 
to highlight and foreground diverse approaches to these themes. 
It is a creative collaboration between Woxsen University in India 
and the University of the Creative Arts in England, with the 
purpose of bringing together converging global perspectives that 
respond to the theme of Gender & Gesture through the medium of 
photography. We are interested in work that documents/questions, 
performs and/or challenges key ideas of Gender & Gesture. 
Gestures are an unspoken non-verbal form of communication, but 
are they universal? Are gender roles rooted in class and cultural 
identity? Are Gender and gesture intrinsically entwined? 

Participants are invited to submit a single photograph or a series 
of up to three photographs that respond to this theme in its 
broadest sense. The submitted work should reflect what Gender & 
Gesture means to image maker. This could include photographs 
that document gender as a visual construction of hierarchies, 
photographs that document and challenge stereotypical 
representations of gender, photographs that investigate the 
relationship between gender and gesture, photographs that 
consider expansive notions of binary gender. 

The competition is an excellent opportunity to showcase your 
talent to a larger audience. It is open to student and professional 
photographers, practicing and established artists, from across the 
globe from any field of study/specialization, who have created 
work around the themes of this competition. Submissions are 
encouraged to reflect what gender means to the submitting artist, 
this could be through documentation, performative images or any 
other photographic techniques. 

The work will be selected by a distinguished panel of International 
jurors to be included in an online exhibition, an in person exhibition 
in Hyderabad, in addition some of the work will be featured in 
an international publication. The winner will be awarded with 
USD 125(1st Prize), USD 100 (2nd prize) and USD 75 (3rd Prize) 
respectively.

International Photography Competition
Hybrid Mode

& GESTURE
THINKING PHOTOGRAPHY BEYOND THE VISUAL

Timeline - March’23 - August’23

Who Can Participate
Student, Professional Photographers, Practicing and Established Artists

Scan the QR code for Registration
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By entering this competition, you agree to the terms listed 
below and represent and warrant to International Photography 
Competition, Gender and Gestures: Thinking Photography 
Beyond the Visual.
All registration information you provide is correct and complete.

ELIGIBILITY
The competition is open to all Student, Professional 
Photographers, Practicing and Established Artists. Students 
enrolled in the skill development programme may also register.

COPYRIGHTS 
All of the images submitted are your original works of art. 
You have not violated any person’s or entity’s privacy rights, 
publicity rights, copyright, or other intellectual property rights 
by submitting images. You are not permitted to post, distribute, 
or reproduce any copyrighted material, trademarks, or other 
proprietary information in any way. Without limiting our rights, 
we have a policy of terminating all relationships with any artist 
who violates copyrights upon receiving notice of infringement 
from the copyright owner or the copyright owner’s legal counsel.

PHOTOGRAPHY CONTENT IS IMPORTANT
The photographs you will upload do not contain any sexually 
explicit, violent, or racist content.

JUROR
If an announced juror is unable to judge the entries for any 
reason, the entries will be judged by the remaining jurors and/
or alternate jurors.

JUDGING
Each entry’s individual scores will be averaged to produce a 
single score. Judges will not have access to names or other 
personal info while scoring and making selections.

SELECTED PHOTOGRAPHERS
You agree to follow all of the Competitions’ procedures for 
promotion and exhibitions, and you acknowledge that the School 
of Arts and Design, Woxsen University has the sole authority to 
revoke your participation if those instructions are not followed.

AWARDS
The competition core committee will notify selected artists and 
send them participation forms. To be included in the exhibition 
and receive company promotional benefits, artists selected for 
the competition must confirm their participation by resubmitting 
the forms via email. The exhibition will be held in a hybrid format 
(online and as a physical exhibition) in order to broaden the 
global community’s reach. Artists who do not return their forms 
on time forfeit their right to exhibit and receive promotional 
benefits.

PRIZE MONEY

1st Prize - USD 125
2nd Prize - USD 100
3rd Prize - USD 75

USAGE OF IMAGES
The Woxsen School of Arts and Design reserves the right to 
publish the images in the competition’s photobook, on our 
websites, social media platforms, and other advertising channels 
in order to promote your photographs and future competitions.
The publication will be printed and exhibited with the name of 
the artist who authored the image.

CHANGES IN SCHEDULE
International Photography Competition reserves the right to 
change competition deadlines and dates due to circumstances 
beyond its reasonable control.



03rd  March- 15th June 
2023

Early bird submission

16th June - 20th July’ 
2023

Regular submission

20th July’23 Submission Closing 

August 2023 Result Declaration

FEES €5 (Early bird submission)
€8 ( Regular submission)

Submission Of Entries Minimum - 1
Maximum - 3

File Size JPEG / 5MB
(300 dpi / 3000 pixels on longer side)

Registration Link http://wsadintphotoreg.woxsen.edu.in/

Exclusion From Competition

Important Dates

The International Photography Competition: Gender & Gesture 
reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to disqualify and 
remove any image uploaded that does not meet the following 
requirements, even if the entry has been submitted on the 
Website. You warrant and represent the following in relation to 
each entry submitted by You:

•	 Each submission is solely owned by you.
•	 You are responsible to make your submission available to the site.
•	 Each submission does not contain any infringing, threatening, 

false, misleading, abusive, harassing, defaming, defamatory, 
vulgar, obscene, scandalous, inflammatory, pornographic, or 
profane material.

•	 Each submission contains nothing that could constitute or 
encourage conduct that would be considered a criminal offence, 
give rise to civil liability, or violate any law.

•	 Each submission does not violate any third party’s or entity’s 
copyrights, trademarks, contract rights, or other intellectual 
property rights, nor does it violate any person’s or entity’s right to 
privacy or publicity.

•	 Each submission does not contain any commercial content that 
promotes any product or service.

•	 There should not be screen credits in any of the entries.
•	 You confirm that each person depicted in the Entry has given 

permission for their image to be depicted as shown. Any costumes, 
props, or other materials used must be rented or borrowed with 
the owner’s permission, and all other necessary permissions must 
be obtained.

•	 The Gender & Gesture International Photography Competition 
acknowledges that You, as the author of the image, retain 
complete ownership of the copyright in each submission.

•	 All entrants understand that any image submitted to the site may 
be used for marketing and promotional purposes by the Gender & 
Gesture International Photography Competition for a maximum of 
three years after the entry is uploaded.



Advisory Board & Jury PanelCore Committee Members

Dr. CAROLINE MOLLOY

Dr. PEEYUSH GUPTA

Prof. VISHAKHA RAO

Dr. ADITY SAXENA

Prof. DEEPAK PANDA

Prof. MRUDUL SHYAM

NILUPA YASMINE

NICOLA SHIPLEY

Programme Director Fine Art, Digital 
Art and Photography, UCA Farnham. 

Assistant Professor, School of Arts 
and Design, Woxsen University

School of Arts and Design, 
Woxsen University

Dean, School of Arts and Design, 
Woxsen University

School of Arts and Design, 
Woxsen University

School of Arts and Design, 
Woxsen University

Nilupa Yasmin is an award-winning artist and educator 
with a primarily lens-based practice. She is Lecturer in 
Photography at Coventry University & studio holder at 
Grand Union, Birmingham.

Nicola Shipley is co-founder and Director of 
GRAIN Projects. Shipley works as a Producer, 
Curator, Project Manager, Mentor and Consultant, 
specialising in photography.
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